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An Au Sable River System 
CEDAR TREE PLANTING  
AND PROTECTION PROJECT

cfa brochure 4c JUNE2023 FINAL.indd   1cfa brochure 4c JUNE2023 FINAL.indd   1 5/25/23   4:59 PM5/25/23   4:59 PM



June 2023

Au Sable River and 
Manistee River  

Property Owners
Are you aware of the absence  

of young cedars along the  
banks of the Au Sable and  

Manistee rivers?

Planting kits may be ordered by mail  
or online (through July 31st) at a cost  
of $35.00 each. Detailed information  
will be mailed directly to you. The kit(s)  
will be available for planting  
in September.  

PROJECT FOUNDER AND CHAIR 
Howard N. Johnson  
(989) 280-0381 
howard@cedarsfortheausable.org

For additional information or to  
make a tax deductible donation. 
Please visit our website
cedarsfortheausable.org

SPONSORS
Each planting kit is a $75.00 value. To maintain the cost to you of only  
$35.00 per planting kit, this project has been financially subsidized by the  
Mason-Griffith Founders Chapter (Grayling) of Trout Unlimited, Mershon- 
Neumann Heritage Chapter (Saginaw) of Trout Unlimited, Paul H. Young  
Chapter (Detroit Metropolitan Area) of Trout Unlimited, Lansing Chapter of  
Trout Unlimited, Headwaters Chapter (Gaylord) of Trout Unlimited, Au Sable 
Watershed Restoration Committee, Anglers of the Au Sable, Upper Manistee  
River Association, Craig Hinkle-Re/Max of Grayling, Scientific Anglers, AJD  
Forest Products, Challenge Chapter (Bloomfield Hills) of Trout Unlimited,  
Leon P. Martuch Chapter Trout Unlimited (Midland), Kalamazoo Valley Chapter  
of Trout Unlimited, Ann Arbor Area Chapter of Trout Unlimited, Au Sable  
North Branch Area Association. Project grants have been received from  
The Weyerhaeuser Company Foundation, The Trout and Salmon Foundation  
Arauco—North America, The Michigan Fly Fishing Club, Grayrock Bamboo  
Builders, and Rotary Club of Roscommon. Acknowledgement of administrative 
services from HomeWaters Real Estate.

The northern white-cedars along the river’s banks 
provide needed shade to maintain the cold water 
fishery of the Au Sable and Manistee rivers. The 
presence of the cedar sweepers at the water line 
provides protection for the fish, as well as provides 
for the preservation of the riverbank. However, due 
to the tremendous deer population there is virtually 
no natural regrowth of northern white-cedars along 
the Au Sable and Manistee rivers.

Just think what the Au Sable and Manistee rivers 
would look like in the future without these majestic 
cedars along its path.

To ensure the establishment of northern white-
cedar trees on your property, we need your help  
to plant and protect cedar seedlings.

These cedar seedlings will begin the reforestation 
of the natural cedars that have been consumed  
by the large local deer and hare population for  
the past several decades.

Volunteer members of the The Au Sable River 
Property Owners Association (ARPOA) will  
pre-package northern white-cedar seedlings  
into a “planting kit”. Included in this planting  
kit will be: 10 northern white-cedar seedlings, 
protective fencing material, wooden stakes,  
and complete planting instructions.
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